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We claim: 




Axmethod of treating patients having chronic hepatitis C infections 
which comprises (1) administering a therapeutically effective induction 
dosing amount of ribavirin an/a therapeutically effective induction dosing 
amount of pegylated interfefon-alfa for a first treatment time period 
sufficient to subs\antially/ower detectable HCV-RNA, followed by (2) 
administering a therapeutically effective amount of ribavirin and an 
therapeutically effective amount of pegylated interferon-alfa for a second 
treatment time pe/od\ufficient to eradicate detectable HCV-RNA at least 
by the end of the secortd treatment time period and to maintain no 
detectable HOV-RNA for\t least 24 weeks after the end of the second 
treatment ticne period. 



1 5 2 yTne method of claim 1 Wherein the amount of ribavirin 

administered in the first treatment time period is from about 400 to 1600 
mg per day. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherW*he amount of ribavirin 
20 administered in the first treatment tir/!e peYiod Js from about 600 to 1600 
mg per day. 
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4. The method of claim 1 , wherein thte pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is pegylated interferon alfa-2\ or pegylated interferon alfa- 



25 2b. 





5. The method of cla+fn 1 , wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the^second treatment time periods from aboujt 800 to 
1200 mg per dayr 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the patients having chronic hepatitis 
C are infected with mutiple HCV genotypes including Wpe 1 • 
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7. 'The method of claim 1 wherein the patients having chronic hepatitis 
C are infected with HCV genotype 2 and/or 3. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the first and second treatment time periods is from about 
800 to 1200 mg P&Cclay. 




9. The metrVdd-efclaim 1 , wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in theVirst and second treatment time periods is from about 

10 1000 to 1200 mg perNday. 

10. The method of claim 1 , wherein^ pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interfe/on alfa-2b and wherein the inductj^n 
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dosing amount of pegylated^fferon alfa-2b administered in firs) 
treatment time period is,' 



the/ange of 0.5 to 1.5 micrograms pet kilogram 
BIW for at least four vtfeej&^al^he amount of pegylated interferon alfa- 
2b administered in fh^s^cojad^treatment time period is in Jfte range of 0.5 
to 1 .5 microgram^fjer kilogram per week on a weekly ^asis for up to forty- 
four weeks. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interferon alfa-2j/ and wherein the induction 
dosing amount of pegylated interferon a\te-2b administered in first 
treatment time period is in the range of 0.5 to 1 .5 micrograms per 
/kilogram BIW for four to twelve week/ and the amount of pegylated 
interferon alfa-2b administered^rffte^econd treatment time period is in 
the range of 0.5 to 1 .5 micr^grarx^per kilogram per week on a weekly 
basis for thirty-six to fort) 

1 2. The method of cl^nYl .wherein the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylayo'hterferon alfa-2b and wherein the induction 
dosing amount of pegylated interferon alfa-2b administered in first 
treatment time period/of five weeks is in the range of 0.5 to1 .5 micrograms 
per kilogram BIW fof one week, followed by 0.5 to 1 .0 micrograms per 



kilogram BIW for four weeks, and the amount of pegylated interferon alfa- 
2b administered in the second treatment time period of forty-three weeks 
is in the range of 0.5 to 1 .5 micrograms per kilogram per week on a 
weekly basis. / 

1 3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the pegypted interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interferon alfa-2b and wherein, the induction 
dosing amount of pegylated interferon alfa-2b/administered in first 
treatment time period is in the range of 0.5 to/l .5 micrograms/kilogram 
BIW for twelve weeks, and the amount of pegylated interferon alfa-2b 
administered in the second treatment time period is in the range of 0.5 to 
1 .5 micrograms/kilogram per week on a weekly basis for thirty six weeks. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein thfe pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interferon alfa-2b and wherein the induction 
dosing amount of pegylated interferon a(lfa-2b administered in first 
treatment time period of five weeks is iri the range of 0.5 to 1 .5 
micrograms/kilogram BIW for one week, followed by 1 .0 
micrograms/kilogram BIW for four weeks and the amount of pegylated 
interferon alfa-2b administered in XhJ second treatment time period of 
forty-three weeks is in the range of&5^ to 1 .0 micrograms/kilogram per 
week on a weekly basis. / j j 

1 5. The method of claim 1 , wh/ereij/ the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated \^^^Sv^^^r^^\N\\QXQvc\ the induction 
dosing amount of pedylat^irj^ep3f<alfa-2b administered in first 
treatment time period is lC5-mfc^rams/ki|6gram BIW for twelve weeks, 
and the amount of pegylate/yinterferoiyalfa-2b administered in the 
second treatment time period is 1 ^micrograms/kilogram per week on a 
weekly basis for thirty- six Weeks\ 

16. The method of claim 1 , wherein the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylatid interferon alfa-2a and the amount of 
pegylated interferon alfa/2a administered is from induction dosing amount 
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of pegylated interferon alfa-2a administered/is in the range of 20 to 250 
micrograms BIW for at least four weeks, anff the amount of pegylated 
interferon alfa-2a administered in the second treatment time period is in 
the range of 20 to 250 micrograms per weejk on a weekly basis for up to 
forty four weeks. 

17. The method of claim 1 , wherein thef pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interferon alfa-2a and wherein in first 
treatment time period, the induction dosirtg amount of pegylated 
interferon alfa-2a administered is in the frange of 20 to 250 micrograms 
BIW for four to twelve weeks, and the afmount of pegylated interferon alfa- 
2a administered in the second treatment time period is in the range of 20 
to 250 micrograms per week on a weekly basis for thirty six to forty four 
weeks. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a pegylated interferon alfa-2a and wherein in first 
treatment time period, the induction dosing amount of pegylated interferon 
alfa-2a administered is in the rarige of 20 to 250 micrograms BIW for one 
week, followed by20 to 200 micjbgrams BIW for four weeks, and the 
amount of pegylated interferofj&a-2a administered in the second 
treatment time period admihistered^s injhej^nge-of 20 to 250 
micrograms per week on i ^e / ekr>bfesfor forty-three weeks. 

1 9. The method of clatfri f ^wherein the pegylated interferon-alfa 
administered is a peg^edMnterferon alfa-2a and wherein in first 
treatment time period, the Induction dosing amount of pegylated 
interferon alfa-2a administered is in the range of 20 to 250 micrograms 
BIW for twelve weeks, ar/d the amount of pegylated interferon alfa-2a 
administered in the secdnd treatment time period is in the range of 20 to 
250 micrograms per welek on a weekly basis for thirty-six weeks. 



£p/ A method of treating patients having chronic hepatitis C infections 
which comprises (1 /administering in a first treatment time period of about 




at least about four weeks, about 400-1200 mg per day of ribavirin and 
about 1.5 micrograms per kilogram of/pegylated interferon-alfa-2b BIW, 
followed by (2) administering in a second treatment time period of about 
up to about forty-four weeks, about 800-1200 mg per day of ribavirin and 
about 1 .0 to 1 .5 kilogram per microgfams of pegylated interferon-alfa-2b 
once a week. I 

21 . The method of claim 20, wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the first treatment lime period is from 600 to 1600 mg per 
day. / 

22. The method of claim 20, /wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the second treatment time period is from 1000 to 1600 mg 
per day. / 

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the the first treatment time period 
is four weeks and the seconb period is forty-four weeks. 

24. The method of clairjf 20, wherein the induction dosing amount of 
pegylated interferon alfa-2b administered in second treatment time period 
is 1 .5 micrograms/kilografm. 

25. The method of c/aim 20, wherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the firsft and second treatment time periods is from about 
800 to 1200 mg per dayT ) 

26. The method if claim^Qwherein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in^he/fWand second treatment time period is about 1000 to 
1200 mg/kg Ppr/uay. / 




27^ A method/pftrea^ing patients having chronic hepatitis C infections 
which comprise* (1) administering, in a first treatment time period week c 
about four weeks up to about twelve weeks, about 400-1200 mg per day 
of ribavirin and/ 1 .5 micrograms per kilogram of pegylated interferon-alfa- 
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2b twice a week, followed by (2) administering, in a second treatment time 
period of about thirty-six up to about forty-four weeks, about 800-1200 mg 
per day of ribavirin and about 0.5 to 1 .5 micrograms per kilogram of 
pegylated interferon-alfa-2b once a w6ek(QW). 

5 / 

28. The method of claim 27, wherfein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the first treatment tirjhe period is from 600 to 1600 mg per 
day. 

1 0 29. The method of claim 27, whferein the amount of ribavirin 

administered in the second treatrr/ent time period is from 1000 to 1600 mg 
per day. 



30. The method of claim 27, A/vherein the amount of ribavirin 
1 5 administered in the first and second treatment time periods is from about 

800 to 1200 mg per day. 

31 . The method of claim 2^7, wherein the first treatment time period is 
four weeks and the second period is forty-four weeks. 
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32. The method of clairr/ 27 wherein the patients having chronic 
hepatitis C infection are naive patients having HCV genotype 1 , 2 or 3. 

33. The method of jeleJlrn 27?Wherein the induction dosing amount of 
25 pegylated interferorfalfa^b adAiinistered in second time period is 1 .5 

micrograms/ki log/am 

34. The me/hod^f/e^irfi27, wherein the induction dosing amount of 
pegylated inteiWh5n^lfa-2b ^administered in second time period is 1.0 

30 micrograms/kilogrs 

35. The method/of claim 27, wherein the induction dosing amount of 
pegylated interferon alfa-2b administered in second time period is 0.5 
micrograms/kilogram QW. 
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36. The method of claim 27, vyl/erein the amount of ribavirin 
administered in the first and sepj^/nd treatment time periods is from 1000 
1200 mg per day. 



36. The method of clai 
administered in the first an 
1000 to 1200 mg per day 




Hffrt of ribavirin 
featment time periods is from about 
fms/kilogram. 




v 



